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Upcoming Events & Chapter Gatherings  

Sep 14-17 EAA®s Ford Tri-motor, hosts EAA 691 (SAF) 

Sep 16 Magdalena Fly-In (N29) 

Sep 19 Chapter Gathering (KAEG) 

Sep 23 Land of Enchantment Fly-In ² LOEFI (KAEG) 

Sep 30 Young Eagles, Los Lunas Chapter 530 (E98) 

Oct 13-15 The B-25 Visit, CANCELED by EAA 

Oct 17 Chapter Gathering (KAEG) 

¤ and  check the list of Upcoming Fly-in Events on ??? 

Volunteer Signup for LOEFI 
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Throughout the newsletter, blue underlined text indicates a hyperlink ² click it to t̄ake you there°. 

Special Issue Ç Land of Enchantment Fly-In 
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Wow, 2/3 of the way through the year. We have 
a busy month ahead. Several projects are pre-
senting themselves all at once. 

We had a wonderful August gathering at BJ®s 
Restaurant. Our AirVenture scholarship win-
ners told of their visit to Oshkosh. By all ac-
counts, it was a great experience. Art Woods 
described Joyce and his flight up to Oshkosh 
and talked about their experience along the 

way and arriving at Oskosh (see August Recap). For those of us who have 
been, it was fun to hear about their adventures and, for those who haven®t, 
I imagine it might have stirred some interest.  

We will miss BJ®s for the next few months as we return to the city Mainte-
nance Facility for potluck for the next three months. On September 19th, 
Mark Wilson will talk about becoming an autogyro pilot. We®ll be able to 
take a look at his aircraft up close.  

The Breezy has done a couple of 
ground taxis. We have made correc-
tions to the flight controls to get it ready 
for Ĝrst-flight. The engine is running 
well, and it taxis very nicely. We are 
waiting for the insurance.  

The p̄eople door° for the RAF has ar-
rived. We®ll be working on installation 
this month. 

LOEFI is looming large before us. We 
have most positions Ĝlled. Mike Paxson has done a tremendous job keep-
ing us on track. There are still a few empty positions, so if you haven®t 
signed up yet, here is the link to the SignUp Genius page: 
EAA Chapter 179: 2023 Land Of Enchantment Fly-In (signupgenius.com) 

We have a bunch of posters in the RAF for you to spread around the met-
ro area. Pick some up and help spread the word. 

LOEFI set-up is on September 22nd. The event opens at 07:00 AM on the 
23rd and will continue until 3:00. Closing and cleanup will follow. We try to 
get most things put away that day, but there will be some things that will 
have to be done the next week. 

The B-25 is coming on the heels of LOEFI. We need posters out and vol-
unteers for that as well. Volunteers will be able to get up close with the 
airplane. It is a three-day event, Oct 13 ² 15th. The rides are given in the 
morning, and aircraft tours are provided in the afternoon.  

EAA informed us a week ago that their tour of the west with the B-25 has 
been cancelled, and it will not be coming to Albuquerque. Aw, shucks. 

September 9th is our next Young Eagles Rally. Please help out Michael 
Tolle and sign-up to fly or be part of the ground crew.  

Keep the canopy-side up, 

Jim Kessler, President 
 EAA Chapter 179 

 chapter@eaa179.org 

 

Notes from our President 
Jim Kessler 

SPECIAL NOTE: Board Openings 

We have 2 openings on the board and every member of Chap-
ter 179 has the opportunity to become a member of the board. 

 If you are interested in helping steer the organization please 
contact Jim Kessler, Joyce Woods or Lance Hunter.  

We are putting together a slate to be voted on in November. 
Please consider helping us move the organization forward. 
Thanks. 

Jim Kessler 
President Chapter 179 

LOEFI 2023 IS UPON US  
Help Spread the Word 

There are business cards on the 
desk in the RAF. 

¶ The LOEFI poster on one side 
¶ Young Eagles dates on the other.  

Pick up a few to distribute to family, 
friends, colleagues, anyone who 
might be interested in our Chapter 
events. 

There are also LOEFI posters 
(8.5°x11° ) and some larger ones. 

Pick them up to post in public plac-
es to spread the word. 

PLEASE HELP PUBLICIZE LOEFI  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E48ADA72FA6FA7-2019#/
mailto:chapter@eaa179.org
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Notes from the Editor 
George Young 

Tis the season .. of great flying weather. That is, at least in the early hours 
of the day when the winds are light, the air is smooth, and visibility is clear 
enough to see details of features below us or 100 miles away. And it seems 
to be the time of the year when the calendar is Ĝlled with flying events.  

My good friend Lanny (editor of the NMPA Newsletter) invites me on occa-
sion to go flying with him in his Rallye.  

¶ Sometimes its to tour New Mexico ² he really knows his way around, 
seeking out features like old WWII bombing ranges, or evidence of 
Pueblo ruins, or interesting geophysical features. He will then plan to 
visit on them ground.  

¶ Or .. Its to join him to attend one of the Fly-Ins, usually NMPA hosted 
events.  

¶ We flew to Mystic Bluffs (NM56) back in August, landing on the dirt 
strip and enjoying a good breakfast and time with other pilots. This 
was my 3rd trip with him; I®m getting acquainted with territory to the 
southwest beyond the Rio Puerco.  

¶ This past weekend (Sep 1st) we flew 
to the NMPA weekend Fly-In at the 
Reserve airport (T16). The route took 
us over the northern end of the Plains 
of San Augistin and the VLA, and over 
(around!) some mountain ranges with 
a couple of peaks near 10,000 feet. 
And what great scenery to fly over. 
T16 is a paved runway in excellent 
condition with ample parking for a 
number of aircraft. And there were 
many there, most with a tent nearby ² 
this was a 2-3 night flyin and folks 
came to camp. What better way to spend Labor Day weekend.  

There are more opportunities coming up for those whose calendar isn't 
already full. 

¶ EAA®s Ford Tri-Motor at Santa Fe ² Sep 14-17 ² Hosted by a neighbor, 
EAA Chapter 691, See it, fly in it. 

¶ Magdalena Breakfast & Lunch Fly-in 2023 ² Sep 16 ² Check the web 
page; the community is laying out the red carpet for this event. 

¶ Fly Out To Bar 10 Ranch ² 1Z1 Grand Canyon ² Oct 22-24 ² an oppor-
tunity for  a fun weekend of activities beyond flying into this remote air-
port. 

¶ You might make your own ēvent° - Any time ²  NM®s Passport to Ad-
venture, visit airports throughout the state on your own schedule. (More 
info in the July Newsletter.) 

¶ Is anyone up for organizing a Rally, flights across New Mexico stopping 
at airports along the way? 

¶ And we have our own Chapter-hosted events; Young Eagles, LOEFI, 
IMC Club, and our monthly Gatherings (check the list on page 1).  

 

All of these events have some things in common: 

¶ Sharing our experiences and adventures with fellow pilots and aviation 
enthusiasts, including kids and their parents through Young Eagles. 

¶ Exploring new territories and airports. 

¶ Increasing our skills and proĜciency to fly, navigate, communicate, etc. 

¶ Simply enjoying the art of flying. 

 

Everyone looks forward to hearing about your experiences and adventures 
at our Gatherings and in this Newsletter. 

 

George Young 
Newsletter Editor 

Landing at Mystic Bluffs (photo by Joyce). Taking off from Mystic Bluffs (my photo). 

Lanny and me taxiing out for 
departure from Reserve  
(photo by Joyce). 

The NMPA Welcome Tent and some of the planes and tents at Reserve (my photo). 

https://www.santafe.org/event/ford-tri-motor-rides-at-santa-fe-regional-airport/16512/
https://www.eaachapter691.org/
https://www.nmpilots.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=264824&item_id=1943505
https://www.nmpilots.org/content.aspx?page_id=4002&club_id=264824&item_id=1943455
https://www.nmpilots.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=264824&module_id=467377
https://www.nmpilots.org/content.aspx?page_id=22&club_id=264824&module_id=467377
https://eaa179.org/download/5572/?tmstv=1693865655
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Tuesday, September 19, 2023 

Double Eagle II Airport  - City Building 

 

5:30 PM ï  Potluck Dinner  
6:15 PM ï  Intro & Program 

 

Program:   The W̄indmill Plane° by Mark Wilson 
 

Twenty years after the Wright Brothers had their Ĝrst flight, the Gyrocop-
ter was flying.  Come celebrate its 100th anniversary this year. 

Join Mark Wilson where he will have his modern two place enclosed Gy-
rocopter at the meeting for you to learn more.  This aircraft is vastly dif-
ferent from the F̄lying Lawnmower° of yesterday and the James Bond 
movies. 

Mark will talk about the history of this ḡrandaddy° of the Helicopter and 
answer the question, is it really stall proof? He®ll also share a personal 
story of making the īmpossible turn° possible. 
 

POTLUCK NOTE:  A surprise dessert will be provided -  consider bring-
ing a main course or side dish. 

Where:  City Maintenance Facility at Double Eagle II Airport, 
next to the Control Tower. 7401A Atrisco Vista Blvd NW; 
Albuquerque 

Directions:  Take I-40 or Paseo del Norte westbound to Atrisco Vista 
Blvd and follow airport signs.   

 Once on the Airport road, there is a stop sign before turn-
ing left to the main airport parking lot, DON®T TURN LEFT.  

 Proceed straight through the gate towards the Control Tow-
er. Park in front of the 1st building on the left, marked 
7401A. We®ll be in the south maintenance bay.  Look for 
EAA signs.  

 

Monthly Chapter Gatherings offer time to network, with programs cen-
tered on exchanging experiences and ideas about aviation ² airplanes, 
flying, and flying activities ² rather than the chapter business which is 
addressed in bimonthly Board meetings. We hope to see you there! 

September Chapter 179 Gathering  
The Editor 

Air Academy recipients Mia Alderete and William Reese shared photos 
and stories from their experience in Oshkosh for a week long camp and 
their Ĝrst exposure to EAA®s AirVenture.  Also attending the Gathering 
was our Ĝrst Ray Scholar, Rowan Phlieger, who reported she is transi-
tioning from her charter pilot job at CSI to her Ĝrst J̄et Job° at NetJets. 
So rewarding to hear from each of them! 

Several attendees shared Air Venture photos which were cycled on 
screen. We celebrated our chapter®s 60th anniversary with cake! 

Art®s synopsis of the Woods® 2023 ¯AirVenture Adventures°:  

The 2-3 day forecast called for clear sailing for Friday before Oshkosh.  
So why do we wake up at 0430 and see 300 to 500 overcast skies 
across eastern New Mexico extending to Kansas??  Plan B was wait a 
while.  Didn®t work; too impatient!!  Plan C is go IFR when the ceilings lift 
s̄ome°, which did cooperate by 1000.  Even found a lower altitude rout-
ing at 12000 feet across the Sandias.  And Ĝled that which was accept-
ed by FAA®s all-knowing computer.  Well, except it wasn®t (10 minutes 
after we were driving to the airport).  Accepted 30 minutes at 13000 
from SAF to FTI.  On top of the clouds.  Descended into Great Bend, KS 
and went through a little cloud.  Clear sailing to our next stop and even 
clearer into Oshkosh.   

ADS-B showed the normal conga line of airplanes using the arrival rout-
ing.  By the time we got to the initial transition point, there was nobody 
in front of us for miles.  Doesn®t anybody like flying with us to RIPON 
and FISKE??  Landed, taxied and parked in a record 10 minutes.   
Amazing. 

Our week was mostly volunteering at the Blue Barn ² EAA®s devoted 
chapter resource building.  Cooked for the chapter leaders corn roast 
Sunday night and found out what it®s like to cook 480 hamburgers and a 
few dozen hotdogs.  

With a plane parked outside the whole week, we also endured the nor-
mal downpours, gusty wind alerts and tornado and hail warnings.  But 
N7VD survived. 

We also toured the ENTIRE AirVenture grounds ² by foot, on trams, in 
buses and sometimes a lucky golf cart ride.  The tour included visiting 
the experimental kit builder®s area.  And I found a kit manufacturer from 
my hometown of Montrose, CO.  Now if I can only talk Joyce into build-
ing Kay®s Speedster ² a nifty modern two place, radial engine with clas-
sic lines from the 1930®s racers.  Gorgeous!!  And ēasy° to build. 

Packed it up early Friday to head home and taxied to the runway at 
0700.  And our ZIA tail was met by our friend Ken Summer®s Zia tail on 
his Glastar.  Nice farewell from a great week at AirVenture. 

August Chapter Gathering - RECAP 
Art Woods 
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LOEFI preparations are underway with numerous details to address in 
the next few weeks.  Mike Paxson, 2023 LOEFI Chair has submitted city 
permit paperwork and nearly completed the Pedal Plane, two huge ac-
complishments! Many others have contributed to planning. 

Mike expressed conĜdence that we®ll have enough volunteers³all the 
lead positions are Ĝlled.  The online S̄ignUp Genius° attracted some 
new volunteers although doesn®t reflect everyone who has committed to 
help. Final LOEFI planning meeting, Sept 13 via Zoom. 

Jim Kessler and Lee Otto applied with EAA to become EAA Flight Advi-
sors and were quickly approved as they prepare for the Ĝrst flight of 
Warren Cox®s beautiful Breezy.  Lee shared his favorable impressions of 
the Flight Advisor program, having read the materials provided by EAA 
HQ.  Very helpful!  For anyone thinking of building, advice from experi-
enced builders is available - enlist a Tech and/or Flight Advisor! 

Emilio Verastegui and Lee are excited for our chapter to receive a Pie-
tenpol Air Camper project donation.  Members will have an opportunity 
to learn new skills including fabric and engine overhaul. 

The people door® and roof vent were delivered for the RAF hangar and 
help is needed to get them installed.  

Mark Sturm reserved one Air Academy 2024 seat.  He reported on pro-
gress of current scholarship students and fund status. 

Setting up an Instagram account was proposed but we need someone 
to manage it.  Anyone out there that uses Instagram and willing to help? 

Mike Tolle, Young Eagles Coordinator reported on plans for the Sept 9 
event. 79 registered plus 16 on the waitlist.  

Volunteer needs for the B-25 visit were reviewed but as noted else-
where in this newsletter, EAA has since cancelled the tour. 

Believe it or not, it®s already time to consider 2024 Board and OfĜcer 
elections.  Per our Bylaws, Nominating Committee members are ap-
pointed by our President.  Jim is looking for interested members to 
serve.  Committee members will be interested to know of anyone who 
wants to get more involved and serve on the board.  At least two Board 
positions will be open.  Several current Board members expressed will-
ingness to continue if elected. 

Sept and Oct Gatherings will be potlucks at Double Eagle II Airport. 
Then we®ll meet Nov 11; 10AM for a project review at the chapter hang-
ar. 

 Joyce Woods 
 Secretary 
 secretary@eaa179.org 

Sept 5 Chapter Board Meeting - Recap 
Joyce Woods, Secretary 

Recent activities at our airport. 

¶ One day last month Bill Hutson was out taxiing around the airport in 
his newly Ĝnished Zenith. 
 
 
 
 
 

¶ Meantime, Jim Kessler and Lee Otto are getting in some taxi time in 
Warren Cox®s Breezy. 

¶ On Sep 9th, Richard McCurley, Albuquerque®s Director of Aviation, 
hosted a meeting of Double Eagle II tenants. With his immediate staff 
contributing to the discussion, they outlined projects that are im-
pending such as repaving 17/35 this fall and the High Flying Hang-
ars for which ground was broken on Aug 31. They described many 
other projects in the works, including long-overdue maintenance of 
taxiways around the hangars. It was a very open forum with tenants 
pleased to hear about the attention being given to DEII and the op-
portunity to hear the Director®s answers to a number of their ques-
tions. Mr McCurley plans to continue to host these meetings quar-
terly. 

Happenings at Double Eagle II 

The Editor 

mailto:secretary@eaa179.org
https://www.constructionjournal.com/projects/details/5d99b9ee3a09493baaeb1366204fda24.html
https://www.kaeghangars.com/
https://www.kaeghangars.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QHfWuYgAJm4
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Sharpen your Instrument  Flying Skills! 

The chapter IMC Club meets the 3rd Saturday 
of each month at Double Eagle II Airport, still a 
hybrid session (in person or remote).  Anyone 
welcome! 

NEXT MEETING 

Saturday, September 16, 9:30ð11:00 AM 

IMC Club sessions provide an open discussion based on instrument fly-
ing scenarios.  Discussions provide a good review of essentials for IMC 
flight plus a fun way to meet and learn from other instrument pilots.   
¶ Participate in-person at Double Eagle II Airport in the Bode Avia-
tion conference room, 2nd floor, next to the cafĄ.  Optional: meet 
others at the cafĄ prior for breakfast or after for lunch. 

¶ OR Join Remotely via ZOOM:  

      Register in advance for Zoom access info here:   

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYtceyspzwiGtyo_F5QlXelchUR2FBBzw3f  

       You will receive a conĜrmation email with the meeting Zoom link. 
 

If you®d like FAA Safety WINGS credit, please also register through the 
WINGS announcement as follows, or sign in-person at the meeting.  

¶ Visit the FAAST Seminars & Webinars page for Events at KAEG.  
¶ Scroll to the bottom and select the IMC Club Meeting.  
¶ Follow R̄egistration Info° instructions 

See you there!   Barry Harper & John DeWitt 
   IMC Club Coordinators, EAA 179 
 imc-club@eaa179.org 

  

IMC Club Meeting 

Barry Harper and John DeWitt, IMC Club Coordinators 

Not a Chapter 179 member? 

Activate Your Flight Plan!! 
Join EAA Chapter 179 between now and yearend and your dues will be 
paid through 2024!  This offer works for individual or family member-
ships and for multi-year dues payments. 

Become part of over 100 members making a difference.  Dues help fund 
a scholarship, pay our national EAA fees and enable your chapter to of-
fer fantastic programs throughout the year.  Online payment through our 
website is quick and easy.  And we now offer multi-year memberships. 

We look forward to seeing you at our monthly gatherings, at Young Ea-
gles rallies and of course at our premier Land of Enchantment Fly-In on 
September 23rd. 

 

Art Woods, Membership 

Art Woods 
Membership Coordinator 

  membership@eaa179.org 

 

PS: We look forward to seeing you at our monthly Gatherings, at Young 
Eagles rallies, and of course at our premier Land of Enchantment Fly-In 
on September 23rd. 

Membership 
Art Woods, Membership Chair 

Space for Your Article 
179 Member 

 

Fill in this blank article, send yours to newsletter@eaa179.org. Tell us 
about recent or past experience ² Good times? Lessons learned? 

¶ Inspiration from a recent flight experience? 

¶ Landing at airports around New Mexico or beyond? 

¶ Mastering an aviation activity, like building, maintaining, improving, 
even a lesson learned? 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYtceyspzwiGtyo_F5QlXelchUR2FBBzw3f
https://www.faasafety.gov/SPANS/events/EventList.aspx?statecd=NM
mailto:imc-club@eaa179.org
mailto:membership@eaa179.org
mailto:newsletter@eaa179.org?subject=Article%20for%20Chapter%20179%20Newsletter
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Happy September Fellow Chapter 179 Members. 

I hope everyone has been enjoying some of this slight-
ly cooler weather that we have been having. More im-
portantly, I hope everyone is ready for LOEFI! As many 
of you know, the Land of Enchantment Fly-In is our 
biggest event each year and it is just a couple of weeks 
away. We will be having one more planning meeting on 

September 13th at 1830 (6:30 PM) on Zoom. If you would like to participate, 
please send me an email and I can get you a link.  

This is going to be a great year for LOEFI. Not only is it a nice time of year to 
be outside, enjoying everything aviation, but it is also the Chapter®s 60th anni-
versary! We will be having a special celebration at LOEFI this year to commem-
orate this milestone.  

As with any fly-in, we can get some exciting display aircraft. We are hoping that 
a Mig-15 and a few aircraft from the Air Force can participate this year. Some 
conĜrmed displays are the Chile Flight, an Eclipse jet, an AirMed KingAir, an 
array of amateur-built aircraft, other show aircraft of all kinds, plus MOPARs 
and military vehicles. Be sure to register your aircraft for judging this year! 

We will be having two WINGS-qualiĜed seminars this year. Flying the New 
Mexico Backcountry and How to Communicate with ConĜdence and Clarity will 
take place in the Reimer Aircraft Factory (RAF).  

The raffle will be another highlight this year. We have two Southwest Airlines 
tickets that have been generously donated to the Chapter. We will also be sell-
ing raffle tickets for another PedalPlane, which is just about complete! 

As with previous years, we will have several food trucks to choose from, a fun 
and engaging Youth Activities Center and Builder®s Corner, our fun Fly-Mart, 
several exhibitors, and even a simulator! 

Please help the LOEFI team out by signing up for volunteer positions! There 
are still plenty of volunteer opportunities for you to help. I cannot reiterate 
enough just how much we rely on all of you to help us with LOEFI. Not only do 
you get a great sense of accomplishment from volunteering, but you get to 
know the Chapter and its members. For me, these are the reasons why I enjoy 
working with each one of you in our Chapter. We have an amazing group of 
volunteers and I look forward to seeing you all at LOEFI this year. The following 
page has a list of areas that could still use some help. You can visit our con-
venient online sign-up page to select speciĜc positions. Here is the link: LOEFI 
SignUp Genius. 

Thank you all for taking the time to read this and I look forward to seeing all 
of you in the coming weeks at LOEFI.  

Mike Paxson 
2023 LOEFI Chair 
loeĜ@eaa179.org  

LOEFI 2023 
Mike Paxson, LOEFI Coordinator 

One of the most fun ways to enjoy LOEFI is to 
volunteer with other chapter members. Not only 
do you get to know them better, but it®s so satisfy-
ing to share our love of aviation with the public. 
We need volunteers for everything imaginable ³ 
some with public interface, some pilot to pilot, 
and some behind the scenes. Let us know your 

interest and we®ll help you Ĝnd a job you can enjoy and know you®re 
contributing! 

PROMOTING LOEFI! Tell your friends, family, colleagues, anyone who 
might be interested. 

Pick up a few posters and business cards to promote LOEFI (and on 
the back of the cards ² Young Eagles). They are available at our Gath-
erings or stop by the chapter hangar (RAF) - they®re on the small work-
bench on the south wall. 

POSTERS: Identify locations to put up our poster: coffee shops, res-
taurants, pizza parlors, pubs, anyplace that the public frequents. 

BUSINESS CARDS: Carry some wherever you go; share with 
friends, colleagues, even people that you meet in a store. Cards ad-
vertise LOEFI on one side and Young Eagles on the other. 

EMAIL: You may have seen the announcement that was sent to all 
our members and friends. Here is a link to that Announcement. To 
forward it to family, friends, and colleagues, paste this link into your 
eMail message and they can download the flyer. 

VOLUNTEER TO HELP WITH PREPARATIONS ² Friday, Sep 22 

At our September Chapter Gathering, we will again have a list of activi-
ties for which volunteers are needed. You might Ĝnd something of in-
terest and sign up. We aim to establish shorter shifts by recruiting 
more volunteers this year. Let us know if you can help a little or a lot.  

We deĜnitely need volunteers for General Setup from 9am ² 5pm. 
Come anytime! Many volunteers are needed. Some heavy work, some 
light work. We®ll move tables/chairs, set up the Exhibit Hall and tents, 
and put signage and barricades in place. Contact is Mike Paxson; send 
eMail to loeĜ@eaa179.org, tell him you will help out for this activity. 
You can also sign up online for speciĜc positions! Check out this link 
for more information: LOEFI SignUp Genius 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ уύ 

LOEFI 2023 ï How You Can Participate 
Mike Paxson, LOEFI Coordinator 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E48ADA72FA6FA7-2019#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E48ADA72FA6FA7-2019#/
mailto:loefi@eaa179.org
https://i0.wp.com/eaa179.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/LOEFI-2023-Poster.DraftV4.jpg?ssl=1
mailto:loefi@eaa179.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E48ADA72FA6FA7-2019#/
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PARTICIPATE IN ACTIVITIES THE DAY OF LOEFI ² Saturday Sep 23 

TrafĜc Control and Parking ² Lead: Mike Tolle  
Direct arriving trafĜc to the general or handicap parking lots, guide 
guests to rows of parking spaces. 

Public Welcome ² Lead: Cynthia Alderete  
Greet arriving guests, point out what is where, answer questions that 
guests might have. 

EAA Chapter 179 Booth ² Lead: Art Woods  
Tell guests about EAA Chapter 179, our programs (Young Eagles, 
DEAA, and Scholarships), answer questions about EAA, general avia-
tion, flying, help sell raffle tickets. 

DEAA Booth ² Lead: Jim Kessler 
Tell guests about the Double Eagle Aviation Academy we host every 
year. It is a great opportunity to recruit youth and foster an interest in 
aviation. 

Pilot Welcome ² Lead: George Young  
Welcome and register arriving pilots, including identifying those who 
wish to have their airplane included in the judging. 

Youth Activities ² Lead: Angela Baldonado  
Help engage youth in fun aviation activities. 

Builder®s Square ² Lead: Bob Richter-Sand  
Engage attendees in riveting, fabric, 3D printer, etc. 

Aircraft Judging ² Lead: Ryan Carson  
Join a team judging aircraft whose pilots have enrolled in the compe-
tition. 

Fly Mart ² Lead: Bob Waters 
Help sell unique and fun aviation-inspired treasures. 

To volunteer, head to our online sign-up page here: LOEFI SignUp Geni-
us. This link is also available from our Chapter®s homepage and LOEFI 
page! If you prefer, you can also send an eMail to loeĜ@eaa179.org; be 
sure to include your name and the activity you would like to join in. Your 
message will be forwarded to the respective lead. Thanks! 

Join us at our last LOEFI Team Meeting Sept 13; 6:30pm, via ZOOM. 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ тύ 

LOEFI 2023 ï How You Can Participate (continued) 
Mike Paxson, LOEFI Coordinator 

Get ready!   

We®ll have TWO EAA 179 raffles at LOEFI 2023  

COMING SOON ³ with ticket sales available online, .   

$10 each or six for $50.  You need not be present to win. 
 

PEDAL PLANE:   Mike Paxson is nearly Ĝnished 
with another custom Pedal Plane to be raffled at 
LOEFI 2023!  This one is a P-51 Mustang.  

(A handsome prop ² The Pedal Plane will be  Ĝne 
work of art and ready for the Pedal Pilots.) 

 

Can®t Ĝt in a Pedal Plane?   

SOUTHWEST AIRLINES TIX:  How about 2 
roundtrip tickets on Southwest Airlines?  
YES!   Valid for any published and scheduled 
service in the United States, its territories 
and possessions, including Puerto Rico.  

 

A HUGE THANKS to Southwest Airlines and tireless volunteers, 
Raymond and Cynthia Alderete who earned these tickets through 
their volunteering with our chapter.  You can meet them at our LOEFI 
2023 Welcome Tent! 

 
All proceeds beneĜt our chapter®s charitable purposes, primarily our 

aviation scholarship program.  Stay tuned! 

LOEFI RAFFLE PREVIEW 
Joyce Woods 

The P-51 Pedal Plane in the works, to be ready for the kids (or grandkids). 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E48ADA72FA6FA7-2019#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050E48ADA72FA6FA7-2019#/
mailto:loefi@eaa179.org
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The September 9 Young Eagles rally was a great day for flying. 
Smooth air for the Ĝrst two morning flights, and getting just a 
little bit bumpy towards the 9 AM timeslot.  

¶ Nine of our dedicated chapter pilots flew 63 Young Ea-
gles.  That's a number we can all be proud of in itself, but 
here's an even more impressive number --- 15 of those 
Young Eagles were Ĝrst time flyers!  Now that's what this 
club is all about.   

¶ Ryan Carson was out in his Luscombe.  How many Young 
Eagles get to fly in a cool plane like that?  We assigned 
some of our frequent fliers to Ryan so they could get in on 
that experience.   

¶ The morning's flights concluded in time for everyone to make a very interesting airport tenants meeting held by airport operations directors in the 
city building.  

Our ground volunteers kept things running smoothly throughout the day.   

¶ This rally will be the last one for Mia Alderete.  She will soon begin her flight school in Florida to enter the pipeline for aspiring Southwest Airlines 
pilots.  Fortunately, the flight school is located in the Florida panhandle, so there's less concern over hurricanes, alligators and sinkholes.  Plus, a lot 
of Powerball and Mega Millions lottery winners bought their winning tickets in Florida, so there's a bright future ahead of Mia.   

¶ The chapter thanks Mia and her parents Raymond and Cynthia for all of their volunteer contributions to Young Eagles rallies.  We'll miss Mia, but we 
all wish her the greatest success at flight school.  

The next Young Eagles rally is planned for November 4.  Mike Tolle 
 Young Eagles Coordinator 

 youngeagles@eaa179.org 

From the Young Eagles Nest 
Mike Tolle, Young Eagles Coordinator 

Back from the Ĝrst flight and getting ready for the next 
group of Young Eagles.  Good day for flying.  

Joyce back from the 1st flight of the 
day.  Kids more excited over the flight than 
the LOEFI posters.  Mark walking out to gath-

er up his next Young Eagles.  

Our energetic ground volunteer George 
engaging the arriving Young Eagles and 

parents..  

Joyce back from the Ĝrst flight of the day.  Kids more 
excited over the flight than the LOEFI posters.  Mark 
walking out to gather up his next Young Eagles.  

Rallies are always better when we have a static display 
available to help pass the time for the parents.  

mailto:youngeagles@eaa179.org
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Greetings chapter members and friends.   

Well, another Air Venture is in the books.  And 
what a great one it was.  While several of our 
members made their annual return to Oshkosh, 
two of our younger members were able to ex-
perience it for the Ĝrst time.  Mia Alderete and 
William Reese were both awarded a Chapter 
179 scholarship to attend the week-long Ad-
vanced Air Academy.  Both reported having 
had a truly remarkable time while there.   

If you attended our August meeting at BJ®s res-
taurant on the 15th you got to see just how ex-

cited they were to experience Air Venture as they both had presentations 
of their experiences.  Boy did we select the best to represent our chapter.  
If you were unable to attend, below I share with you a note William sent 
me describing his time at camp and the big show.   

During my time at EAA Advanced Air 
Academy, I got to meet many like-minded 
people who have a passion for aviation as 
well, like pursuing a career as an airline 
pilot, air traffic controller, mechanic, and 
more! We got to explore all of these op-
tions throughout the camp session, where 
each day we spent half the day in the 
workshop, learning how to work with 
wood, metal, composites, safety wire, 
learned about aircraft maintenance, and 
how to apply it all to aviation. I got to do tons of hands-on learning, 
which was something I had never imagined being able to do. It really 
opened my eyes for how many different opportunities there are in 
aviation outside of the cockpit, and it was a wonderful learning expe-
rience I wish everyone could have.  

For the other half of the day, we went to the classroom to learn about 
aircraft checklists, flying conditions, and other flight essentials. But 
it also provided another eye-opener for me; there are a lot of oppor-
tunities other than being an airline pilot! I loved learning about aer-
obatics, bush flying, plane-spotting, and was excited to see how many 
options for college there were that allowed me to pursue aviation. 

There are so many ways to get involved in aviation, and I am so glad 
this camp showed me that!  

During camp, I made friends I hope to keep in contact with long after 
camp. We all got to interact at meals and during free time, where we 
all flocked to the game room to play ping-pong, foosball, pool, or a 
game I had never heard of and didnôt know I needed: Carpetball!  

The coolest thing that happened at camp was the opportunity to fly in 
a helicopter, which was my first time. It was something I had always 
wanted to do, and it was so much fun to fly so slowly, so low, and 
hover! I loved feeling the wing nearly blow my earplugs out, but the 
most satisfying feeling was looking down, under the landing struts, 
almost like search and rescue, watching the grass waver underneath 
the rotors. It was inexplicably fun!  

Every minute of camp was exciting and new in its own way, and an 
experience I am incredibly grateful for and that I will remember for-
ever. 

After camp finished, we had two days to explore AirVenture on our 
own! It was my first time, and 
AirVenture was something I had 
dreamed of seeing in person for years. It 
did not disappoint! Everywhere I looked, 
there were justé planes! Every plane 
you could imagine was there, from the 
smallest ultralight to a Boeing Dream-
Lifter and everything in between! Every 
corner turned resulted in a new plane, 
booth, or exhibit to investigate, a famous 
plane I recognized, or something so cra-
zy, absurd, and cool you have to get a 
closer look. I saw autonomous flying tax-
is and a flying car! I got to see F-16s, F-
15s, a U-2 spy plane, a C-17, an Apache helicopter, a Chinook, a 
UH-1 Huey, and even more warbirds and military aircraft! I got to 
see more famous main exhibits like an A-350, a Super Guppy, the 
DreamLifter, and more!  

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ ммύ 

Scholarship Update 
Mark Sturm ² Scholarship Coordinator 

https://www.eaa.org/eaa/youth/eaa-aviation-and-flight-summer-camps/eaa-air-academy/eaa-air-academy-advanced-camp
https://www.eaa.org/eaa/youth/eaa-aviation-and-flight-summer-camps/eaa-air-academy/eaa-air-academy-advanced-camp
https://www.eaa.org/airventure

























